
There’s a lot of talk about teenage pregnancy and how it’s increasing in South Africa.
Many of us have questions that remain unanswered, and as a community we deserve
to know more about it and develop a plan to prevent it from progressing. More than
23,000 teenagers have been reported pregnant in Gauteng alone (April 2020 - March
2021). 

Gauteng is the smallest South African province, so why are their numbers so big? Why
are girls ages 10-14 dealing with something only an adult should? Is something within
our culture causing this? What has changed recently to make the numbers so high? It
can't be seen as normal for this many teenagers to be falling pregnant. And if it is,
then that's an entirely new problem. 

Teen pregnancies cause a lot more problems than one would think. It's pretty clear
that a 10-year-old is not developed enough to carry a child for 9 months and then
birth it. Not only does it affect them physically but mentally just as much. Teen
mothers are more likely to experience depression and PTSD after birth than others.
But aside from these two problems, it above all affects the country. 
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Gauteng teens are carrying much more than they should 
by Tayla Stein
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Having a high teenage pregnancy rate not
only boosts poverty but also increases drop
out rates. It has been proven that 95% of girls
drop out of school after pregnancy. This in
turn will probably stunt the development of
the society. It also stigmatises South Africa
and our people and might increase the
chances of forced marriages. 

However, some work has been done to
prevent or at least slow down any increase. 



Save the Children South Africa is an organisation that is trying to do as much as
possible. Their goal is to increase the availability of sexual and reproductive health as
well as to support teens in school. However, is this really the right approach? Young
girls shouldn’t need to be educated about something they didn't even consent to. If a
10-year-old is being abused, knowing more about what's happening isn’t going to
protect them. Though educating them is important, safety should be the
organisation’s biggest goal in this matter. They are adolescent victims and deserve to
be treated as such. 

Save the Children SA shows that the pregnancy rates have gone especially high (60%)
since COVID-19 which is an even bigger problem. It's heartbreaking to think that these
girls live with their perpetrators in the first place and now with lockdown they can’t
leave. 

It may not seem important when it's not happening to you, but these are serious
issues that need to be addressed and discussed. As mentioned earlier, it affects the
country as well, so it will have something to do with you one way or another. Take
action today by spreading awareness and researching things like: what affects the rate
of teen pregnancies, different organisations, poverty involving the teens etc. to
understand more about it. These children aren’t getting help by silent voices, so be the
person who speaks up. 

Short story competition 
Want to write a story and win a prize? 

 

Your piece must be 400-500 words, and in one of the following
genres: suspense, crime, comedy. 

The winning story will be featured in the next newspaper
edition. 

If you're in need of inspiration, read the short story by our
writer, Olivia Steenkamp, on page 3.



At the time the name had no meaning to me except that the figures were evil. They
looked like they were waiting for someone - someone that they didn’t want to see.
Then a big light appeared and in the centre of the light a person emerged. They wore
a plain robe with simple colours and in their hand they held a beacon of light. The light
coming from the beacon was simple yet powerful. Even before it happened … I knew
what would follow. The light would be a source of deadly power. They stood facing
one another. “You can’t win this time, Light Keeper,”  Jealousy sneered in his slithery
voice. “We have taken over and there is not enough light left for you to take it back.”
Jealousy, Anger and Addiction all cackled.  

Without saying a word, the Light Keeper lifted their beacon and the light suddenly
turned searingly bright, sending the corners of Addiction, Anger and Jealousy to fly
away like ash from a fire. This infuriated their demands and their cackles turned into
roars of anger, and they launched themselves at the Light Keeper, tearing into black
clouds as they jumped. They swirled around the Light Keeper in a tornado of evil, till I
could no longer see the hero. I tried to move but the ground had clung to my feet,
holding me in place.  

I screamed. Deep down inside of my soul a light was kindled. I didn’t want the Light
Keeper to be destroyed. I didn’t want Anger, Addiction and Jealousy to win. As I
screamed, light burst from my lips and, like the ark of a rainbow, flew straight into the
centre of the storm. Then in an explosion of  searing light, the black storm broke apart
with terrible cries of agony. The light passed over the bay, removing the darkness like
a layer of dust off a shelf, till all the gloom and darkness was  gone.  

I looked around me and joy bubbled up inside my chest. I turned to face the island
and saw the Light Keeper veiled in a rainbow, the beacon glowing like the summer
sun. They floated towards me, over the ocean and landed on the shore. They did not
speak, but I could hear a voice inside of me. “Thank you for your light, my friend.
Anger, Jealousy and Addiction are gone for now, but they are never gone for long …
you have the light to fend them and their darkness off. And I’ll be there when you can
no longer see the light.” Then their light expanded and surrounded me till all I could 
 see was white. Then I woke up in my bed to the sound of my school alarm going off. 

All I remembered was the shore that I was standing on. The corners of my vision were
blurred into  black, blue and grey. The colour of bruises. In the distance, I could see an
island, floating in the  middle of the bay without a soul to see it. Except for me. No, I
could feel that there was something on that dark island … something dark and
polluted. On the island I saw three figures appear, and as if it was written on their
foreheads, I could see what their names were. Anger, Jealousy and  Addiction. 

The Light Keeper 
by Olivia Steenkamp



English – 'B' 
Geography – 'C' 
History – 'C' 
Information Technology – 'B' 

Some of our students also achieved excellent results in A-Level Art with the grade 
 averaging at an 'A'. 

Jacqui Brown, our Examinations Officer, said: “I am so proud of the May results that
our Grade 12 students achieved. With this in mind, I encourage them to hold firm and
finish well. You have this!” 

We are very proud of them all.  
The life of students in their final year of schooling and beyond 

In the middle of last year, the Grade 12s started their
AS levels. As you can imagine, this is really like a maze
of stress, sweat and tears. It stretches along an entire
year, or eighteen months, depending on what subjects
they’ve chosen. Luka in Grade 12, however, got all of his
exams but one done this year. He was very prepared
for his exams, so he was not as stressed as some other
members of his class. He was well prepared because of
the way he studied. When Luka would study, he’d
create a way of  remembering using word association.
For example, the arctic (the arc of the world) and the
antarctic (ants live underground, so it's at the bottom). I
think that this method is a very efficient and fun way of
studying. 

Luka’s last exam is coming up soon, and then he is done and is almost officially set
free from school! When that day comes, Luka wants to write screenplays. When he
was telling me this, he had a light in his eyes that showed how excited he was. I cannot
wait to see what he produces in the next few years. 

Sienna, also in Grade 12, is to be
commended on her dramatic
improvement in AS Business.

In their recent examinations, our Grade 12 students achieved a 93% pass rate - which
is amazing! They wrote AS English, Geography, History, and Information Technology.
Their averages were as follows: 

Our Grade Twelves
by Olivia Steenkamp



I interviewed Finn, a fellow classmate of mine and one of the chess players. I asked
him if he could give me some insight for journalism. He responded with, “It’s good. It’s
pretty small and intimate, and the instructor can help individual people.” He
mentioned how it’s a small group with only 3 people. He said since there are only 3
students, the instructor doesn’t often put them against each other. Instead they play
against the instructor and learn. The instructor is a man named Sean Barrett who runs
the club.

I’ve heard students suggest that chess would be a fun extramural. There was a
genuine interest in getting chess at the school. All of the suggestions made this activity
quite sought after for some. 

In the realm of extramurals, it is very rare that we see new activities open up. Recently
our school saw the beginning of a chess club. So what do students think about Chess?
I went around, interviewed the students and teacher and these are the results.

Chess: the latest extramural to be introduced
by Ethan Cox

Over the past year, after the launch of the wildly
popular Netflix series The Queen’s Gambit, I believe
this may have motivated people to get a chess board
and give the game a go. I remember hearing people
last year talk about how The Queen’s Gambit inspired
people to learn the ways of the game. 

It’s great to see all the support for this new
extramural, and it is a pleasant addition to the
school’s list of extramurals. 



Guess Who?
Pictures sourced by Leonardo Asaro 

Who's that teacher?


